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peasantry; eradication of Polish influence in Lithuania and Ukraine, thus assuring the predominance in these provinces of Russian and Orthodox elements; and abolition of the last vestiges of Polish autonomy and the incorporation of the kingdom in the administrative framework of the empire.15 The bulk of Russian liberal opinion endorsed this program, which the imperial government made its own and to which it remained faithful for half a century.
This policy was first applied in the northwestern provinces. By a decree of March 1, 1863, the state of ''temporary obligation" 1G in this area was terminated and peasants were transferred to the regime of redemption payments. At the same time General Michael Muravev (created a count in 1865) was appointed governor-general of Vilna and was given dictatorial powers. A brother of the Decembrist Alexander Muravev, and himself once a member of the secret societies, Michael Muravev was a stern administrator and of sinister reputation. An opponent of emancipation in Russia, he became the champion of the peasants in the Lithuanian provinces. With slight regard for the law, Muravev ordered the revision of existing arrangements between the landowners and their former serfs, with the result that (according to lanson) the size of peasant allotments was increased by 25 to 70 per cent and redemption charges were reduced by 2 to 16 per cent. Polish landowners were subjected to a reign of terror. Muravev instituted a military dictatorship, organized a peasant militia which preyed on the landowners and Catholic clergy, arrested and deported recalcitrant noblemen and priests, burned manor houses, and in the two years of his tenure of office (March, 1863, to April, 1865) carried out 240 public executions. Polish nobles, at the mercy of the dictator, were induced to petition the tsar for pardon and clemency. Russification proceeded
15 Samarin was particularly Litter in his attacks on the Catholic Church. "From the thickness of the woods ... a band of insurgents is making its way to the village/' he wrote in Den of May 11, 1863. "At the head of the column rides a Catholic priest. Merely an hour ago he might have celebrated the holy mass. In one hand he still holds the cross, in the other . . . what would you think? Perhaps the sword of Peter, that symbol of secular power? No, this sword which had once threatened the universe had long dropped from the senile hand. It had been relegated to the arsenal and in its stead the servant of the Roman Church holds a six-barrel gun. Where words are powerless a bullet will do the job and will crush the skull of those, whether men or women, who resist exhortations. Before the tribunal of the Church all, of course, are equal."
16 See p. 889.